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Civilian review 


By Bethany Bruner 
The Columbus Dispatch 


Acommunity group is 
recommending that the 
Columbus Division of Police 
establish an independent 


Today at trial: 
Witnesses, or 
abrupt acquittal? 


By Lisa Mascaro, Eric 
Tucker and Zeke Miller 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Senate 
jurors peppered President 
Donald Trump’s defend- 
ers and accusers with final 
questions at his impeach- 
ment trial Thursday ahead of 
acrucial vote today on calling 
witnesses. The focus seemed 
to shift from details of the 
charges to whether it was time 
to simply acquit and conclude 
the trial. 

The vote on witnesses, 
expected today, could lead 
to an abrupt end of the trial 
with the expected acquittal. 
Or, less likely, it could bring 
weeks more of argument as 
Democrats press to hear tes- 
timony from former national 
security adviser John Bolton 
and others. 

Thursday’s testimony 
included soaring pleas to 
the senators who will decide 
Trump’s fate to either stop 
apresident who Democrats 
said tried to cheat in the 2016 
election and will again, or 
to shut down impeachment 
proceedings that Republicans 
insist were never more than a 
partisan attack. 

“Let’s give the country a 
trial they can be proud of,” 
said Rep. Adam Schiff, the 
lead prosecutor for House 
Democrats. Americans, he 
said, know what it takes for a 
fair trial and won’t stand for 
anything less. 

Trump attorney Eric 
Herschmann countered that 
Democrats are only prose- 
cuting the president because 
they can’t beat him in the 
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civilian review board, for- 
malize efforts to increase 
diversity among recruits and 
alter how officers respond 
to different areas of the 
community. 

Those are among 80 


As Ohio State’s 
president prepares 
to leave, he says 
school having 
‘strongest’ year ever 


By Jennifer Smola 
The Columbus Dispatch 


Leading Ohio State has 


been “the privilege of a 
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board urged for police 


recommendations included 
in a119-page report released 
Thursday morning by the 
Community Safety Advisory 
Commission, which was 
appointed by Mayor Andrew 
J. Ginther. 


lifetime,” outgoing uni- 
versity president Michael 
V. Drake told a group of 
students and faculty and 
staff members Thursday 
at his final State of the 
University address. 
During his remarks before 
the University Senate at the 
Ohio Union, Drake ticked off 
several points of university 


The commission began 
meeting in 2018 as part of 
the mayor’s Comprehensive 
Neighborhood Safety 
Strategy. The 17-member 
group has worked for about 
18 months to review and 


Time is right, Drake says 


Ohio State University President Michael V. Drake leaves the Ohio Union stage after giving his 
last State of the University address Thursday. [FRED SQUILLANTE/DISPATCH] 


progress and advancement 
over the past several years. 
He praised Ohio State’s 
strides in research funding, 
academics, commitment to 
teaching, graduation rates, 
diversity, fundraising and 
patient care at its medical 
center. 
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recommend best police 
practices, culminating in the 
report. 

Some of the group’s rec- 
ommendations include: 
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UN calls 
outbreak 

a global 
emergency 


By Maria Cheng 
and Jamey Keaten 
The Associated Press 


GENEVA — The World 
Health Organization declared 
the outbreak sparked by anew 
virus in China a global emer- 


gency Thursday 
Inside after the number 

of cases spiked 
More more than tenfold 
on virus ina week. 
outbreak, The U.N. health 
Pages A4, agency defines 
B1, B3 an international 
suceeeeras emergency as 


an “extraordi- 
nary event” that constitutes 
arisk to other countries 
and requires a coordinated 
international response. The 
virus has spread to more than 
adozen countries. 

China first informed the 
WHO about cases of the new 
virus in late December. China 
has reported more than 7,800 
cases, including 170 deaths. 
Eighteen other countries 
have since reported 82 cases, 
as scientists race to under- 
stand how exactly the virus is 
spreading and how severe it is. 

Experts say there is signifi- 
cant evidence that the virus 
is spreading from person to 
person in China, and they have 
noted with concern instances 
in other countries — includ- 
ing the United States, 
France, Japan, Germany, 
Canada, South Korea and 
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